1914]         THE   WAR   OK   OTHER  FRONTS

He boasted that he had ample guns, rifles, ammuni-
tion, and money from the Germans, and that he
would overrun the whole of South Africa.

The immediate result of this discovery was the
proclamation of martial law throughout the Union
and a general strengthening of the Union forces.
The time had now come for every man in South
Africa to reveal where lay his true sympathies, and
the centre of action was soon to shift from the west-
ern borders to the very theatre where for three years
the British army had striven against the present
generalissimo of the Union forces.

In South Africa there had broken out the only
rebellion, with the exception of the Irish affair of
Easter, 1916, which the campaign produced within
the confines of the British Empire. The rebellion
was not long in revealing itself. On 26th October
the Union Government announced that De Wet was
busy commandeering burghers in the north of the
Orange Free State, while Beyers was at the same
task in the western Transvaal. Botha at once
summoned the burghers to put down the revolt,
and to their eternal honour they responded willingly.
The magic name of Botha did not fail in its appeal,
and in a few weeks he had over 30,000 under arms.
He did not suffer the grass to grow under his feet.
First of all he smote Beyers and Kemp so fiercely
that their commandos were scattered, eighty prisoners
were taken, and the leaders fled incontinently to the
south-west. On 7th of November he made a speech
in Johannesburg in which he announced that the
rebellion in the Cape was over, and that in the
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